UQ Summer Research Project Description - 2026

Please use this template to create a description of each research project, eligibility requirements and expected deliverables.  Project details can then be uploaded to each faculty, school, institute, and centre webpage prior to the launch of the program.


	Project title: 
	The WEIRDest Families in the World: Where Does Parenting and Family Psychology Research Happen?

	Hours of engagement & delivery mode
	One scholar is expected to work between 20 – 36 hrs per week for six weeks, between 12 Jan – 20 Feb 2026. 

The project will be offered through a hybrid arrangement, where the scholar is expected to work onsite for at least one day per week.  


	Description:
	Parenting is an experience shared by people around the world, however psychology is often criticized for its reliance on WEIRD (Western, Educated, Industrialized, Rich, and Democratic) populations, raising questions about the global relevance of research findings. This project focuses on the participants and study locations reported in recent parenting and family psychology research. The scholar will help conduct a scoping review of leading journals in the field (e.g., Journal of Family Psychology, Parenting, Journal of Child and Family Studies, Family Relations, Family Process). The review will evaluate the extent to which study samples represent global populations, identifying where research is conducted and whose experiences are most often studied. This project will provide insights into the inclusiveness of psychological science and highlight gaps in knowledge about parenting and families worldwide.


	Expected learning outcomes and deliverables:
	The scholar will gain skills in study conceptualisation, data collection, data coding, academic writing, and creating publication-quality tables and figures. They will produce write-ups of their methods and results.

The scholar may have a co-authorship opportunity to academic publications. They might be asked to produce a brief report and oral presentation at the end of their project.


	Suitable for:
	This project is open to students with a background in psychology and an interest in parenting and family psychology. Applicants from all year levels are encouraged to applied (PSYC2030 completion is desirable). Students who see a genuine potential in exploring a career in research are particularly welcomed to apply. 

	Primary Supervisor:

	Tianyi Ma


	Further info:
	If you would like more information about the project, please contact Tianyi at tianyi.ma@uq.edu.au. 




