UQ Summer Research Project Description - 2026

Please use this template to create a description of each research project, eligibility requirements and expected deliverables.  Project details can then be uploaded to each faculty, school, institute, and centre webpage prior to the launch of the program.


	Project title: 
	The epidemiology of alcohol, tobacco, and substance use in adolescents 

	Hours of engagement & delivery mode
	Dates: 12 Jan to 20 Feb 2026 (with some flexibility) 
Hours of engagement: 36 hours per week for 6 weeks
Delivery mode: Hybrid in person and online.

	Description:
	This project involves working with the National Centre for Youth Substance Use Research (NCYSUR). NCYSUR conducts research on alcohol, cannabis, nicotine and vaping, extra-medical prescription stimulants, and behavioural addictions. Scholars will join a collaborative team and may contribute across multiple topics. Core activities focus on literature reviews and evidence synthesis across the research process, including searching, screening, data extraction, critical appraisal where relevant, and preparing brief summaries to inform ongoing projects.

	Expected learning outcomes and deliverables:
	Training in epidemiology and research methods, which may include literature review, analysis, and interpretation of research findings. The scholar will gain working experience within a research team. Expected deliverables will include a review of selected substance use topics and associated analysis that can contribute to research projects or papers. There will be opportunities to expand this work into a student research project for students interested in honours or further tertiary study in research. Work produced will likely contribute to published outputs, and where a scholar makes a substantial contribution that meets authorship criteria, authorship will be offered.

	Suitable for:
	This project is suitable for a scholar interested in the epidemiology of substance use in adolescents who wishes to develop experience in contributing to research projects. It would suit applicants with exceptional reading, speaking, and written communication skills. To express your interest before applying, please send a copy of your CV, your official academic record, and a cover letter describing your research interests, your goals for what you want to achieve through this program, and why you believe you would be a successful candidate.

	Primary Supervisor:

	Dr Tesfa Yimer 

	Further info:
	If interested please contact Tesfa Yimer (t.yimer@uq.edu.au) or A/Prof. Gary Chan (c.chan4@uq.edu.au)


**Note: Students may work across multiple topics as part of a team.



