UQ Summer or Winter Research Project Description 
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	Project title: 
	The Role of Artificial Intelligence in Online Dating


	Hours of engagement & delivery mode
	Students will be engaged for 4 weeks only, about 20 hrs per week. The project will be offered on-site (in Psychology on the St Lucia campus).  


	Description:
	The integration of AI in daily life has become increasingly prevalent, extending its reach into personal and intimate areas such as online dating. Previous research has shown that interpersonal attraction in online settings can be influenced by various factors, including self-presentation, algorithmic matchmaking, and user interactions. With the emergence of AI-driven platforms and services aimed at enhancing matchmaking processes and improving user experiences, understanding individuals' attitudes towards the use of AI in dating contexts becomes crucial. This study aims to bridge the gap in literature by focusing on psychological perspectives towards AI in dating, drawing from theories of interpersonal attraction, technology acceptance models, and the psychology of online dating.

Objectives
1. To assess participants' general attitudes towards AI in various contexts, with a focus on online dating.
2. To investigate how trust in AI influences the perceived credibility and effectiveness of AI-driven dating platforms.
3. To explore the relationship between participants' level of comfort with technology and their openness to the integration of AI in dating services.

Participants
The study will recruit approximately 200 undergraduate students from various disciplines, ensuring a diverse sample in terms of age, gender, and technological proficiency to complete an online survey.



	Expected learning outcomes and deliverables:
	The student will learn how to analyse the data using jamovi or a similar statistical software package. Correlation and regression analyses will be conducted to test the hypotheses, with a focus on exploring the relationships between attitudes towards AI, trust, perceived effectiveness, privacy concerns, and demographic variables.

This study could provide valuable insights into how future AI-driven dating services are designed, marketed, and implemented. Understanding users' attitudes and concerns could lead to the development of more user-friendly, trustworthy, and effective dating platforms that leverage AI technology. Furthermore, this research could contribute to broader discussions about the role of AI in social contexts and its impact on interpersonal relationships. 
The student will write a short report about the study upon completion of the project.

	Suitable for:
	This project is open to applications from students with an excellent GPA and currently in Year 2 or 3 of their psychology degree.

	Primary Supervisor:

	Prof. Eric Vanman


	Further info:
	If you are interested in this project, it is highly recommended that you arrange to meet with Prof Vanman before applying. You may contact him at e.vanman@psy.uq.edu.au




