UQ Summer Research Project Description 
Please use this template to create a description of each research project, eligibility requirements and expected deliverables.  Project details can then be uploaded to each faculty, school, institute, and centre webpage prior to the launch of the program.

	Project title: 
	Metacognition and Face Adaptation


	Project duration, hours of engagement & delivery mode
	6 Weeks – 20 hours / week, January 15 – February 23 (6 Weeks) 

1 Position

This project will encompass literature reviews, statistical analyses and lab-based data collection. The applicant will be required to be on-site for the duration of the project, unless circumstances prevent that. 


	Description:
	The appearance of facial images can be changed by prior exposure (adaptation) to different facial images. This can impact naturalistic judgments, such as which of two faces appears more masculine. It is thought this is due to an ongoing calibration of our visual brains to the typical visual environment. 

People also experience feelings of confidence when they make perceptual decisions. When two images have the same appearance, for instance, people will experience greatest levels of uncertainty if they are nonetheless asked to categorise the apparently matched images on the basis of a difference in appearance (i.e. which of the facial images appears more masculine?). This is a form of metacognition, as the feelings of confidence relate to an evaluation of our intrinsic thought processes.  

In this project, we will assess the idea that the appearance of facial images is changed by a calibration process that changes the appearance of the facial images, by additionally asking if this calibration process instigates equal changes to decisional confidence. 


	Expected outcomes and deliverables:
	Scholars will gain experience in data collection, analyses, and may be involved in the process of preparing project results to be reported via publication in an international, peer reviewed scientific journal. 

	Suitable for:
	
This project is open to applications from students with a background in experimental psychology and sensory neuroscience, with a preference for 3rd – 4th year students.


	Primary Supervisor:

	
Prof. Derek H. Arnold


	Further info:
	d.arnold@psy.uq.edu.au




